Quahty Alert

by Keith Kokal, Micro Laboratories Ine.

WARNING!) You may be gotting just what yveu pay
for if you are buying the cheap import tools invading
the manufacturing industry, Thore is n major push
tozellthis substanderd inspection equipment. Thesa
“offahore” manufacturers have copied the products
of well known and respected names in the measuring
imdustry, down to the size appearance, color and
aven the packaging, to target the unwary buyer, and
their marketing plan is working.

We have seen a substantial inerease in this "aff-
shore” equipment being sent in for calibeation an
repair. Many of these items were unable to meet
specification when new, Itema requiring rewerk or
répair are seldom worth the expense incurred, re-
placement parta typieally not being available.

Some examples of the problems encountered are:

Gage Pins - grind checks, mismarked and
mixed seta, over or under size, magnotized

Gago Blooks - soft low carbon steel, no eham-
fers, magnetized, over or undersize

Height Gages - not square, base not lapped or
plated, columns bent, not aceurate

Indicntors = poor repeatability, linearity, ac.
euracy, rod sticking, poor tip throads

Micrometers - paralin® #rror, hard to read
lue ta elched |ines, loose slooves, ote.
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Quality Alort (cont, from cover)

In short, there are more problems than
space required to list them all. In buying
gages, consider not only the purchase price
but alse the cost of unreliable equipmeont.
Existing (requencies in a calibration system
are based on known histories of gages, Intro-
ducing substandard measuring equipment
inte & measuring system walers down the
integrity of that system, jeopardizing your
ability to group similar gnges into commeon
calibration intervals.

Granted, real gagea cost more but manu-
facturers have been competing for products
which are more accurate, with greater roli-
ability. Look inta vour toalbex, chances are
you will find an old, still reliable micrometer
init. The cheap “offshore” gages won't last a
fraction of that time.

Pass this information on to those whe
need to know to maintain the integrity of
your gaging system,

Keith has over 20 years experience in manu-
facturing with several companies, Starting
asautility workerand working his way through
Four Slide apprentice, Setup Operator, In-
spector, @.A. Engineer, @.A. Manager, Man-
agerof Plant Operationsand Director of Manu-
facturing.

Kaith is a Senior Member of ASQ and a
Charter Member of the Measurement Quality
Diviston af ASQ. Keith is a vating member af
TC178, thewarking growp recoriting IS0 10012.1,
and does volunteer work forlocal collages and
nonprofit organizations. As Laboratory Man-
ager for Micre Laborafories, Inc, Keith rowu.
tinely assists customers In their efforts fo
improve their competitive position.

Keith may be reached at 440/918.0001.

Does ASQ Have Your
Correct Address?

If you are not receiving your material from the local
chapter or ASQ HQ, is it dusto a new addross? Ploase
note, local chapter mailing labels come from ASG HQ.
What to do: Call ASQ HG toll free at 1-500.-248- 1948,

= Gage Blocks

* Moal Inspection Equipment

* Lenglh Stanilards * Gage Pin Sels
= Thread Wires * Giear Wires * Mikemaslees
* Height Cages * Giranite Squares * Miciometers
* Indicators = Angle Plafcs + Cylinder Squares

MICRO LARORATORIES, INC,
V158 Indusirial I'ark Bivd,, Mentir, €111 44060
(4407 S1E-B001 or fux (440) 1 K.0500)

Micro Laboratories, Inc.

Gage Calibration Specialists




